LIFE IN THE PAST LANE
Many companies have been bought for a
sanNg, BUL few fave been starred with one.
That hasn t discouraged Dr. Donald Al
teld trom launcening a company based on
“The Lietle Old Lady From Pasadena, the
popular ditty he wroee 11 vears ago that
celehrates o grandmother s reckless driv.
ing, Adereld, a physician is convinced 1§ hat
the spunky senior cicizen can soll make
him a fortune by endorsing produces
thereby proving that 3 well worn 1dea can
he repositioned ro ¢redte 1 new business

Adrteld was 4 medical student at the
LCLA Schonl of Medicime when he
serawled the fvrics 1n his notebook dur-
INg 4 horing hactersology class, He gave
the lvngs to fellow medical student lun
Berrv. halt ot the singing duo fan & Dean
Their recording reached nomber three on
the charts in 1964 and Granny has been
tablgating Alttela ever sinee. The persis-
tent acenlades ar disc wekeyvs finally con
vineed him, he savs chat "Cranny had
become part of Amerncana’ and there
hare  was more nankable than ever i an
endorsement marker that reached $26 7
bidlvoae i retdil sales last vear So Alrfeld
started & new enterprise Litcle Old Lads
Fraum Pasadena Enterprises [nc

Atfield gave the lictle ald lady i fate
ligy, and sheewdly rewrors the song 1o
help him win cercain sponserships The
shiny red superstoce Dodge "0 Gran-
ny sgarage is gone replaced by an Apple
computer and ¢ Ford Mustang. " Altreld

Donald Altfeld i mtarting a company bassd on his song: "The Littls 0ld Lady From Pasadsna
and trying to lend Granny's face to such products as Fpord Mustangs and hpple

computers

hopes to sell Apple Computer Inc. on the
idea of Granny as the ultimare symbol of
user-friendliness: If she can learn to oper-
atean Apple, anyone can

If Altfeld has his way, Cranny's face
will adorn everything from toy cars to
vitamins, unel “the song itself almost be-
comes incidental ' Legions of familiar

characters are already scurrving for en-
dorsements, but Altfeld claims that
‘Lranny 15 not 4 me-too thing, because of
the diversity of potential produce lines,

which include a movie, a TV series, and a
cartoon. Alcteld clearly intends to get
maximim mileage out of an old and grav
idea — fosfiua Hvatt




